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The purpose of the CTA Spotlight for the 2016-2017 school year is to 

serve as a communication tool for community members in our district about 

what the staff members at Cole Camp R-1 are passionate about; creating a rich 

learning environment for our students and giving them all of the tools they 

need to succeed.  CTA hopes that by reading this article each week, you are 

able to pull from it information to greater assist the student in your life, as we 

all take part in their growth and development.  This week’s article is “The 

Importance of Reading to Your Child”, with the district’s Parents as Teachers 

Educator, Francine Roling.    

 
          Francine has worked with children and their families for over 27 years 

and is currently the PAT Educator for the Cole Camp R-1 School District.  She 

stresses that reading is important, because it has a direct impact on our 

success in life! Statistics show that the majority of inmates and juvenile 

offenders are functionally illiterate.  It is important to start reading to your 

child or with your child from an early age, even when you are pregnant.  Our 

babies can hear us when they are in the womb.  They can recognize stories 

and may be comforted by them after they are born.  Reading will also 

strengthen the parent/child bond and create memories!   
          

 Details she would like to emphasize regarding reading with your child include, 

first, reading aloud to your child from infancy to stimulate brain development 

and help build key language literacy and social skills.  Next, kids who were 

read to are shown to do better in school.  Finally, reading with your child gives 

them your undivided attention which creates a stronger bond and may even 

cut down on inappropriate 

behavior and discipline 

issues.  Reading is one more 

way a parent can show their 

child they are loved and it 

creates benefits for a lifetime!   
 


